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and ordained days of humiliation when the oiler was re-
fused. The Doge of Venice was obliged officially to assist
at twelve public processions in each year. To please the
piety and vanity of Florence, Lorenzo de' Medici person-
ally applied to the city of Spoleto for the corpse of the
painter Fra Lippo Lippi; but Spoleto answered that it had
none too many ornaments as a city, especially in the shape
of the cadavers of distinguished people, and begged to be
excused. "The men of the Renascence were so constituted
that, to turn, from vice and cruelty and crime, from the
deliberate corruption and enslavement of a people by licen-
tious pleasures, from the persecution of an enemy in secret,
with a fervid and impassioned movement of the soul to
God, was nowise impossible. Their temper admitted of this
anomaly, as we may plainly see from Cellini's autobiogra-
phy." (Symonds* Renascence.}
The Lord Innocent P.P. VIII made no impression on
His age; as a despot, He was an accented failure. "The
Patrimony of St. Peter would be the most delightful coun-
try in the world if it were not for Colonna and Orsini," said
the Sieur Philippe de Comines, Orator of the Christian
King Louis XI of France. The States of the Church be-
came a seething cauldron of lawlessness and licence. Rome
herself, "where everything that is shameful or horrible col-
lects and is practised" (Tacitus), swarmed with assassins,
professional and amateur. Every man who valued his per-
sonal safety put on a mail-shirt when he left his naked bed,
and set no foot in the streets till he had buckled a sword, or
at least a dagger, by his side. The very perfection of these
fifteenth-century mail-shirts, which could be hidden in two
hands, and yet were proof against a thrust or cut at closest
quarters, tells its own tale. The trade of an armourer be-
came an honourable art and mystery, when men staked

